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‘Truth - There can be no merit, no craft all without that. And
further all Beauty is in the run only fineness of truth, and what
we call expression the finer accomodation of truth to that vision
within.’
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‘All good poetry is the spontaneous overflow of powerful
feeelings... by a man... who has also thought long and deeply... Our
thoughts are the representative of all our past feelings.’
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‘The style of a writer is a true impression of his inner life :
if any one would write a clear style let him first have clearness
in his soul and if one would write a great style let him see to it
that he has a great character.’
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‘...What is really precious and inspiring in all that we get from
literature, except sense of an immediate contact with genius itself ?
Objects could never be described except for the purpose of
describing the feelings which they arouse in us, language ought
to represent at the same moment the thing and the author, the
subject and the thought.’
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‘There are two kinds of poets. The greatest, the rare ones, the
true masters, sum up humanity : they are not preoccupied with
themselves or their own passions, they put their own personality



into the background in order to absorb themselves in the
presonalities of others.’
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‘It is not his personal emotions, the emotions provoked by
particular events in his life, that the poet is in any way remarkable
or interesting. His particular emotions may be simple, or crude,
or flat. The emotion in his poetry will be a very complex thing,
but not with the complexity of the emotions of people who have
very complex and unreal emotions in life... The business of the poet
is not to find new emotions, but to use the ordinary ones and in

working them up into poetry, to express feelings which are not



in actual emotions at all’
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